
 
 

 

 

Trying to get it right: Indigenous and non-Indigenous alliances working for a 
better environment 
Are you interested in building Indigenous and non-Indigenous alliances to strengthen collaborative initiatives? 

The environmental sector and Indigenous communities often have overlapping goals of protecting the health of land, 
water, air and wildlife. 

These similar goals can bring Indigenous and non-Indigenous people together. Different cultures, life experiences and 
worldviews mean these partnerships can face multiple challenges. Those who are able to overcome these challenges 
can build strong and lasting alliances that achieve environmental benefits for people and the environment. 

In this webinar series we will hear from partners, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, who have work together to achieve 
a unified environmental goal. 

In each webinar the speakers will: 

• Provide an overview of the initiative they partnered on; 
• Share the challenges they have faced working together; 
• Explain how they overcame their partnership challenges; 
• Highlight the successes of their joint-initiative. 

About the webinars (*Speaker biographies are on the next page): 

• February 7, 2018 @ 1pm- Sacred Water Circle- Dorothy Taylor (Elder, Curve Lake First Nation) & Cathy 
Mitchell (Environmental Technologist, Peterborough Utilities).  

• February 21, 2018 @ 1pm- Antler River Guardians from the 4 Directions- Mary Alikakos (Senior Advisor, 
Outreach and Program Support Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change) & Tara Tchir 
(Project Manager, Thames River Clear Water Revival).  

• March 7, 2018 @ 1pm- Credit Valley Trail Indigenous Experience Plan- Susan Robertson (Environmental 
Planner, People Plan Community) & Carolyn King (Missisaugas of the Credit First Nation; Facilitator/ First 
Nation Community Developer, JDI Business Service).  

• March 21, 2018 @ 1pm- Climate Adaptation Planning within the Chippewas of Georgina island First Nation 
Reserve. Kerry-Ann Charles (Coordinator, Lands and Climate Change, Cambium Aboriginal) & Jackie Richard 
(Coordinator, Ontario Centre for Climate Impacts and Adaption Resources).  

 

Register on Eventbrite 
 

     

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/webinar-series-trying-to-get-it-right-tickets-42245268736


 
 

 

 

Trying to get it right: Indigenous and non-Indigenous alliances working for a better environment 

Webinar 1: February 7, 2018 at 1 p.m. (EST) 

Project: Sacred Water Circle  

The Sacred Water Circle (SWC) was created in 2011 in response to a call from Spiritual Leaders and Indigenous Elders 
for people of all faiths to come together to protect the sacred life on earth. It is an Indigenous and non- indigenous 
partnership, made up of volunteers from all different spiritual, religious and professional backgrounds who believe 
water is sacred. The SWC works to include the sacredness of water in policy, community and business decisions by 
hosting gatherings, conferences and awareness campaigns through community partnerships and projects. SWC 
provides support and mentorship through programs such as Youth for Water and is a sister organisation of Nibi 
Emosaawdamajig (those that walk for water). The SWC has 31 community partners including five municipalities and 
four First Nations.  

Register on Eventbrite 

Presenters:  

 

 

Dorothy Taylor 
(Elder, Curve Lake First Nation) 
Dorothy Taylor is a Mississauga Ojibwe Elder from Curve Lake First Nation. She is 
known for her work and traditional teachings about the sacredness of water. She is 
asked to share traditional knowledge and ceremony within her community and 
various organizations throughout Peterborough and surrounding area. She is a 
hand drummer and singer. 
 
Elder Dorothy Taylor is the founder of the Sacred Water Circle. She is a member of 
the Trent University, Indigenous Studies Department, and Traditional Advisory 
Council. She has served as a volunteer on the Petroglyph Advisory Council of Curve 
Lake for 12 years. She lives in Curve Lake with her husband Mark and two teenage 
sons. 
 

 

 

Cathy Mitchell  
(Environmental Technologist, Peterborough Utilities) 
Cathy Mitchell is an Environmental Technologist in Energy and Water Conservation 
for Peterborough Utilities with a passion for climate change mitigation and 
community engagement. Cathy works directly with local businesses to identify 
inefficiencies and help them adopt sustainable practices.  She is the Co-Chair of 
the economic development working group of Sustainable Peterborough. 
 
In partnership with Dorothy Taylor, Cathy is a founding member of the Sacred 
Water Circle and has been intrinsic to its success.  
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Trying to get it right: Indigenous and non-Indigenous alliances working for a better environment 

Webinar 2: February 21, 2018 at 1 p.m. (EST) 

Project: Antler River Guardians from the 4 Directions 

The Thames River has been identified as a priority watershed by the Lake Erie LaMP and Lake St Clair Management 
Plan.  The Thames River Clear Water Revival was established to improve the ecological condition of the Thames River, 
Lake St Clair and Lake Erie and includes representation from the eight First Nations that are within the watersheds 
associated with the area.   
 
The purpose of the First Nation youth program is to promote connections, consultation and communication between 
the eight First Nations that have traditional territories within the Thames River watershed.  The youth program 
provides First Nations youth with the opportunities needed to be engaged in and contribute to the development of a 
water management plan for the Thames River.  Traditional knowledge has been gathered along the Lower Thames 
River to assist in understanding the Great Lakes water and ecosystem health.  This information will help inform 
planning for the Thames River Clear Water Revival and Water Management Plan, including shared priorities and 
opportunities.   
 
The Antler River Guardians builds on the success of the First Nation Engagement Committee to improve community 
connections, cross-cultural learning opportunities between First Nations youth, elders, Conservation Authorities, 
provincial ministries and other stakeholders.  The goal of the youth program is to improve connections between First 
Nations youth and the Thames River watershed and Great Lakes, highlighting the importance of water quality and 
quantity.   

Register on Eventbrite 

Presenters: 

 

 

Mary Alikakos  
(Senior Advisor, Outreach and Program Support Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change) 
 
‘Boozhoo, Biidaasigekwe ndizhnikaaz (Hello, my name is Ray of light woman). 
M’Chigeeng ndoonjibaa (I am from M’Chigeeng). M’kwa ndoodem (I am Bear 
Clan)’ 
 
Mary has a diploma in Environmental Technology from Fanshawe College and 
a BSc in Environmental Science from Western University.  Mary worked as a 
Senior Environmental Officer and Consultation Coordinator for the Chippewas 
of the Thames First Nation (COTTFN) for 3 years. Responsibilities included the 
development of environmental programs; relationship building with 
proponents and more importantly, ensuring COTTFN’s concerns were part of 
the conversation(s).  Mary joined the Ministry of the Environment & Climate 
Change in 2017, as a Senior Advisor for outreach (to First Nations) and 
program support.   
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Tara Tchir  
(Project Manager, Thames River Clear Water Revival, Upper Thames River 
Conservation Authority) 
 
Tara Tchir has a BSc in Terrestrial Ecology and MSc in Landscape and Forest 
Ecology from the University of Calgary.  Tara has been working for the Upper 
Thames River Conservation Authority as an Ecologist since 2001, and as a 
project manager for a water management plan (called the Thames River 
Shared Waters Approach) since 2012.   
 
Her work has included identifying strategies and projects which will promote 
conservation of the watershed’s ecosystem and providing ecological input on 
site specific land use planning matters and property management activities, as 
well as on watershed scale planning and Authority property management 
activities.  Tara is also responsible for undertaking reviews of Environmental 
Impact Studies and other Planning Act applications; working with First Nations,  
federal and provincial agencies, community organizations, environmental 
advocacy groups, and professional organizations; and developing and 
implementing the Authority’s municipal land use planning services which 
advance the Authority’s knowledge of the watershed ecosystem.   
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Trying to get it right: Indigenous and non-Indigenous alliances working for a better environment 

Webinar 3: March 7, 2018 at 1 p.m. (EST) 

Project: Sharing Indigenous Experience in Public Spaces 

Susan Robertson and Carolyn King will be discussing the partnerships formed through The Shared Path/Le Sentier 
Partagé: Toronto’s Newest Discovery Walk© and the Credit Valley Trail Indigenous Experience Plan as part of the 
Credit Valley Trail Strategy. These projects, which bring the history of the rivers to life along a trail and within public 
parks, were lead in close partnership with multiple First Nations, Metis and Indigenous communities, various levels of 
government, government agencies, heritage societies, foundations and ENGOs. Combined, these projects have used 
Indigenous led planning approaches which emphasize collaboration and participatory planning. 

Register on Eventbrite 

Presenters: 

 

 

Susan Robertson  
(Environmental Planner, People Plan Community) 
 
Susan Robertson is a Member of the Canadian Institute of Planners and a 
Registered Professional Planner in Ontario by the Ontario Professional Planners 
Institute. 
 
Susan has 15 years of experience in environmental planning in public, private 
and grassroots organizations. She has a graduate degree in 
Environmental Planning from York University and is the recipient of The Credits 
Award (2016) from Mississauga’s of the Credit First Nation for supporting the 
promotion and awareness of the Mississauga’s cultural heritage. 
 
As Principal Planner of People Plan Community, Susan’s interests lie in working 
collaboratively with diverse groups of people to achieve sustainable community 
goals. 
 
Through her work, Susan connects communities to public space, advocates for 
watershed awareness and conservation, and supports Indigenous communities 
in cultural reclamation within Ontario’s Land Use Planning processes. 
 
Projects Susan has been involved in include award winning (The National Trust 
for Canada, 2011) Shared Path/Le Sentier Partagé: Toronto’s Newest Discovery 
Walk©, Crossing the Humber: The Humber River Heritage Bridge Inventory, The 
Humber Watershed Alliance, The Claireville Inter-Regional Trail, The Oak Ridges 
Moraine Corridor Park, The Federation of Canadian Municipalities Infrastructure 
Deficit Survey, The Credit Valley Trail Strategy, and The Credit Valley Trail 
Indigenous Experience Plan. 
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Carolyn King  
(Missisaugas of the Credit First Nation; Facilitator/ First Nation Community 
Developer, JDI Business Service) 
 
Carolyn King is the former elected Chief of the Mississaugas of the New Credit 
First Nation. She was the first woman ever elected as Chief of her First Nation.  
 
Carolyn has over 25 years of work experience in the field of First Nations 
community development. She is a Board member on numerous local 
community-based organizations and has served as a board volunteer in 
municipal, regional, and national levels. As a First Nation employee for nearly 20 
years with the Consultation and Outreach Office of the Mississaugas of the New 
Credit First Nation, she has gained hands-on experience and an in-depth 
knowledge of her First Nation community. In 2012 she was awarded the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in recognition of her support for First Nation 
history and the advancement of Aboriginal Peoples. 
 
She is currently the sole proprietor of JDI Business Services. Her goal is to be a 
facilitator/resource person for Aboriginal/First Nation Peoples in Canada. She 
also specializes in cross-cultural training sessions/presentations to help people 
develop a better understanding of Aboriginal/First Nations Peoples in Canada. 
 
Carolyn resides on the Mississsaugas of the New Credit First Nation. She is 
married and has 2 children and 5 grandchildren. 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Trying to get it right: Indigenous and non-Indigenous alliances working for a better environment 

Webinar 4: March 21, 2018 at 1 p.m. (EST) 

Project: Climate Adaptation Planning within the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation Reserve 

With funding from Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada, Georgina Island First Nation and the Ontario 
Centre for Climate Impacts and Adaptation Resources (OCCIAR) are partnered to develop a climate change adaptation 
plan for their community. Combining aspects of Traditional Ecological and Community Knowledge, and a vulnerability 
and risk assessment approach, this project will help the Georgina Island First Nation deal with the current and future 
impacts of climate change in their community. 

Register on Eventbrite 

Presenters: 

 

 

Kerry-Ann Charles  
(Coordinator, Lands and Climate Change, Cambium Aboriginal Inc.) 
 
Kerry-Ann Charles is a member of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation 
and is the Co-Coordinator of Lands and Climate Change for Cambium 
Aboriginal.  Prior to this, Kerry Ann worked for her own community on by-law 
development, waste management, housing and most recently environmental 
project co-ordination and management.  For eight years she was responsible for 
researching and developing funding proposals which helped build and sustain 
Georgina’s First Nations Environment Department.  She has had great success in 
initiating and building relationships with various environmental organizations, 
developing partnerships to co-ordinate and carry out various environmental 
activities as well as promoting education and community involvement in 
Environmental Health within her community.  As a result of this work, Kerry Ann 
has gained International recognition and has been asked to speak across 
Canada, in the US and Mexico in the area of indigenous perspectives on 
Environmental Stewardship as well as Climate Change Adaptation. 
 

 

 

Allan G. Douglas 
(Director, Ontario Centre for Climate Impacts and Adaption Resources) 
 
Al Douglas is the Director at the Ontario Centre for Climate Impacts and 
Adaptation Resources (OCCIAR), located at Laurentian University in Sudbury, 
Ontario. He has experience in climate science; climate change impact, 
vulnerability and risk assessment; policy development and adaptation planning 
in natural resource sectors and is a member of Canada’s Expert Panel on Climate 
Change Adaptation and Resilience Results.  
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